THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 
MILLENNIAL STAR. 


‘Tf ye love me, keep my commandments.”—JOHN XIV: 16. 


Ne. 17. Vel. LIX. Thursday, April 29, 1897. Price One Penny. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[Continued from page 247.] 
OVERFLOW MEETING. 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 4. 
Elder George Teasdale presiding. 
Opening hymn by the Temple Choir: 
| Come, come, ye Saints. 
Prayer by Elder Abraham Hatch. 
Singing: 
Hark the song of Jubilee. 
ELDER ANTHON H. LUND 
of the quorum of Apostles was the first speaker. He began by teats 
to the remarks made at the morning session of the Conference and stated 
that it was gratifying to hear how the work of the Lord was progressing 
in the earth. He touched upon the observance of Fast Day and showed 
the blessings to be derived from obedience to that law. In closing, the 
speaker ex pressed his pleasure at being privileged to meet with the Saints 
in anazil conference, and asked God to bless all. 
ELDER C. J. FJELSTED 
made de remarks. He spoke of the great importance of all of the Saints 
having a testimony of the truth of the work in which they were engaged. 
It was something that all who did not have should strive for in order that 
their faith might be strong. In this connection prayer was an essential 
feature, for without it the Saints could not remain in communion with 
Deity. Concluding Elder Fjelsted bore his testimony to the truthfulness 
of the latter-day work, at the; same time urging all to get the spirit of 
their tespective callings, referring particularly to the calling of a teacher. — 
_ Bolo and chorus, Come all ye sons of Lion, by William Pardoe and choir, 
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ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE, 
of the Council of Apostles, addressed the congregation. His e dealt 
with the blessings bestowed upon the Saints from time to time, and the 
appreciation that should be felt by the recipients of those blessings. 
Scriptural evidence was cited to show the second coming of Christ and 
also that many would shut themselves out of His presence, because of their 
wicked acts. The neglect of the people to reverence Deity as they should 
was referred to, the speaker showing the disaster which would follow such 
a course. 147 

ELDER SEYMOUR B. YOUNG 
‘was the speaker. He referred’ to President Woodruff’s 
hymn, God moves in a mysterious way,” and cited in support of the 
words thereof, the condition in which the Elders of the Church went out 
to preach the Gospel, and the success attending their labors. A few 
incidents connected with the life of President Woodruff were read by the 
speaker, the same having been written on the occasion of the celebration 
of the subject’s ninetieth birthday. It showed the success attending 
President Woodruff’s labors in the ministry, he at the time traveling 
without purse and scrip. The verses recited upon the presentation of a 
bouquet of ninety roses to President Woodruff, were also read to the con- 
gregation, the speaker concluding by bearing his testimony and urging 
all to be faithful as the leaders * the Church were faithful. 

The choir sang: 
I know that my hit ica: 


Benediction was pronounced by Elder Alonzo H. Raleigh. 
SECOND DAY, APRIL 5—MORNING SESSION. 
The choir mes the hymn which begins: 
Hark! listen to the 1 


Prayer by Elder Seymour B. Young. 
9 by the choir of the hymu which begins: 
Glorious things are sung of Zion. 
ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH, 
of the Council of the Apostles, was the first speaker. He Wed chat che 
feeling prevalent at the close of each conference, that it had been the best 
ever held, would prevail at the close of the present one, and that the 
people could carry with them to their hon.e, the true spirit of the latter- 
day work. He referred to the honor felt and shown toward President 
Woodruff, by all classes of people, on account of sturdy integrity for the 
cause he had espoused, and said that this was the just mind of all who had 
manifested such noble characteristics. Many great characters were in 
existence at the present time, some of whom were past the time of great 
activity, but who had won for themselves a. fame which would increase 
with the lapse of time. Justice was rarely done such persons by their 
contemporaries, on account of their failings being so manifest during their 
lives, and no doubt such would be the case with the venerable leader of 
the Church. His life had been an example of earnest, humble self-devo- 
sors i) et anna directed to the advancement of the cause of truth; 
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an inspiration to the youth in all laudable efforts. Patient industry, deter- 
mination, indomitable will, simple habits, and many other noble elements 
had characterized his life. Called from the humble pursuits of life to his 
great and exalted labor, he had cheerfully assumed its responsibilities and 
earnestly borne them to the present, building solidly and well. In the 
opinion of the speaker no man can be found who had excelled President 
Woodruff in the sturdy qualities above referred to. 

He deprecated the tendency so manifest at present, to show a lack of 
proper regard for the aged and faithful, but thought that this would be 
partially overcome by the life and example of President Woodruff, which 
could scarcely fail to inspire proper respect. The schools also should 
inculcate such reverence, the absence of which boded no good. There was 
a danger that the peculiarities of age would be allowed to prevent the 
- manifestation of respect for the aged in the home circle, and such a con- 
dition should be carefully avoided, in order that the unity of the home 
circle might not be broken. The completion of the chain of relationship 
from generation to generation, could be accomplished only through the 
feelings of love and veneration of the children for the fathers, of which 
every faithful parent was worthy. Instruction of the children in this 
direction would bear proper fruit, in the turning of the hearts of the 
children to the fathers, and of the fathers to the children, to the unifica- 
tion of all the families of men. The speaker paid a glowing tribute to 
President Wilford Woodruff for his loyalty and generous justice, com- 
mending his example to the Saints. He closed with a strong testimony 
to the Gospel and its saving power. ; | 

ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE, 

of the quorum of the Twelve, was the next speaker. He advocated the 
study of the Scriptures and fidelity in prayer as a means of exercising a 
righteous influence over our children. All our disasters were attributable 
to our disobedience. This disposition was common in the world. The 
speaker here read from the 5th chapter of Paul's epistle to the Hebrews. 
It specially refers to the way in which men are called by God to positions 
in thé Priesthood. The first requirement made of the child was to honor 
its father and mother. How necessary was compliance with this com- 
mandment. Witness the anxiety, labor and toil of the parents for their 
offspring. How natural it was that their affection and care should be 
rewarded by the love of their children. This reciprocal affection was 
indespensable to peace in the family relation. The speaker then treated 
upon some of the higher precepts of the Gospel taught by the Savior; 
also upon the relationship that existed between humanity and God, who 
was the Father of thie spirits of all. When this connection was compre- 
hended it ought to attract our love toward our Eternal Parent, and render 
us firm in our loyalty to Him. He also made reference to the atonement 
of Christ, through which the resurrection was brought about. A con- 
sideration of these principles, he said, superinduced to an appreciation 
of what God had done for His children, and led to obedience and noble 
humility. To place ourselves in such a position was the only means by 

which we could learn of God, receiving from Him light and truth. In 
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this way we received a living testimony for ourselves. The speaker 
delineated the first principles of the Gospel—faith, repentance, baptism 
(immersion) in water for the remission of sins, and the reception of the 
Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands of men called of God to the minis- 
try. The discourse throughout was devoted to showing the necessity of 
obedience to God and loyalty in all the relations of life, and exhorting the 
people to righteousness. He concluded by bearing testimony that the 
Gospel in ite fullness had been revealed anew through the instrumentality 


of the Prophet Joseph Smith. 
ELDER HEBER J. GRANT, 


of the same quorum, followed. Gratification was expressed with the 
encouraging reports received from various departments of the work of 
God, these being a fulfillment of President Woodruff’s prediction at the 
dedication of the Temple, that the hearts of the people of the world would 
be softened toward the Latter day Saints. Each faithful Saint was 
entitled to a testimony to the truth of the work of God, every faculty of 
the mind being convinced of this truth. All knowledge was obtained 
through the exercise of the faculties of the mind, and the knowledge of 
the Gospel was to be gained through obedience to its laws, according to 
the promise of Christ. If men would investigate this work as earnestly 
as they studied the sciences, they could not fail to discover its truth. On 
August 6, 1842, the Prophet Joseph Smith said that the Saints would be 
driven to the Rocky Mountains, where they would become a mighty 
people, notwithstanding the forbidding nature of the country character- 
ized by Daniel Webster as useless on account of its barrenness. The Saints 
to-day were living witnesses of the fulfillment of this remarkable prophecy. 
While not depreciating secular instruction, the speaker felt that a larger 
proportion of attention should be paid to the acquirement of a more com- 
plete knowledge of the principles of the Gospel. Worthy children of 
worthy sires were wanted to-day, men and women willing to obey iu 
righteousness, and not inclined to condemn the Priesthood for their devo- 
tion to the work éntrusted to them, for such a spirit would tend to the 
condemnation of those encouraging it. 

An extract from a revelation contained in the Doctrine and Covenants, 
was read to prove that the exercise of the Priesthood must be according 
to the principles of righteousness and long-suffering. This disproved the 
assertion of the enemies of the work, to the effect that the people were 
priest-ridden. Another extract was read, pronouncing woes upon those 
who, through their own unrighteousness, were led to lift up the heel 
against the Priesthood of God. He closed with a testimony to the power 
of God resting with those who exercised their Priesthood on the principles 
of righteousness, and in exhortation to renewed faithfulness and diligence 
on the part of the Saints. 3 | 

The choir sang: 


Benediction by Elder David H. Cannon. 
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AFTERNOON SESsION. 
The choir sang the bra which begins: 
= We're not ashamed to own our Lord. 


Prayer = Elder Reed Smoot. 
Singing by the choir of the hymn commencing: 


Though deep’ning trials throng your way. 


ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR, 
of the council of Apostles, addressed the Conference. Speaking of the 
gathered Saints, he said that Isaiah had predicted, in his second chapter, 
the establishment of the Lord’s house in the tops of the mountains, and 
the flowing of people of all nations toward it; the fulfillment of this. 
prophecy constituting one of the most remarkable signs of the times. 
These people had been gathered in accordance with the prophecy of Jere- 
miah, that hunters and fishers should be sent forth to gather the honest in 
heart from all nations. The speaker had done a little in this direction 
during the last few months. He urged the people to consider the signs of 
the times, in order to understand their Significance. One of these was the 
preaching of the Gospel to all nations, preparatory to the coming of 
Christ in clouds of heaven and the end of the world. This message 
included the call to repentance and the forsaking of evil, and the procla- 
mation of the establishment of the Church of Christ with all its officers 
and ordinances. The unity of the faith predicted by Paul was being 
departed from by the various sects of the world, in that they rejected 
certain officers and principles which Jesus declared were necessary. The 
messengers of the Church proclaimed to these people the fullness of the 
Gospel, and the complete organization of the Church with all its officers 
intact, and with all the gifts of the Holy Ghost, including the spirit. of 
prophecy, by which spirit al] the great predictions of the past were made. 
The sealing power and the other blessings promised by Christ to Peter 
and the other Apostles, were in the Church to-day, and were offered freely 
to the world for their belief and practice. He bore a strong testimony to 
the power of God as manifested through his Prophet Wilford Woodruff for 
the advancement of God’s purposes. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 

delivered a discourse upon the proper training of our children, and the 
great importance of the faithful being represented in the future genera- 
tions of the people of God by a righteous posterity bearing the everlasting 
Priesthood. In connection with this theme he spoke at some length upon 
the gathering of the Saints, characterizing it as a most marvelous move- 
ment, which had no parallel in history, and the development of the 
purposes of the Lord in our day. He also spoke with great power upon 
the stability of the Priesthood of the Son of God and utter folly of those 
who imagined it would go wrong. 

The anthem “The Nations Bow to Satan’s Thrall,” was sung . the 
— solo part by Sister Lizzie Thomas-Edwards. 

a by Elder Chas. W. Penrose. | 
fro BE CONTINUED.) 
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DURABILITY OF TRUTH. 


TEX is an invention by means of which an inferior metal can be covered 


with a film of either gold or silver. 

It enters largely now into use on many articles that are of duily use. 
A gold-plated article cannot readily be distinguished by an inexperienced | 
person from the genuine gold. The same with silver. Spoons and forks 
that are silver-plated look very well while they are new; but after they 
have been used a while and the plating wears off, the inferior metal shows 
itself, and no one has any difficulty in perceiving that it is not genuine 
silver. A silver spoon can be used for years or until it is almost worn out, 


and it will be found to be silver through and through—it is genuine. 


So itis with the truth. No amount of wear or of testing changes its 
character. It is truth under all circumstances and in every condition. In 
this respect it differs from error. Error will not wear. Falsehood will 
show itself. It may deceive for a while; but the deception will not be 
lasting. 

The same illustration will apply to men and women. Those who abide 
by the truth and are governed by it will wear. A genuine Latter-day 
Saint, while he retains the Spirit, will always be genuine. Place him in 
any condition or under any circumstances, and he will be true to his 


principles and professions. But an apostate at heart may assume to have 
faith, may pretend to be genuine; yet he is only plated. Let him be 


placed in circumstances where the plating will be rubbed and worn, and 
it will be seen that his pretenses are a fraud and that he is not genuine. 

There have been many such men among the Latter-day Saints during 
the past sixty-six years. They have passed among their fellows, in many 
instances, and for a while at least, as genuine Saints; but from time to 
time they have been placed in circumstances where they have been tested, 
and their true characters have been brought to light. The film of genuine 
metal that they wore on the outside has been rubbed off and their true 
character has been brought to light. It has required but little discern- 
ment, when that occurred, to perceive what deceptions they have been. 
A genuine man is like the truth. Place him where you will, try him by 
the most severe test, and he will be found genuine clear through. His 
metal will be all pure. No matter how much brushed or worn off, there 
will be no baseness in that which remains; it will still be pure. 

It is this genuine element in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 


Saints that has constituted its strength in all the trials through which the 


Church has passed from the beginning up to the present time. The false, 
the impure, the pretenders and the hypocrites have not worn well. They 
have dropped off all along the line from the beginning until now. It has 
only required certain tests to be applied and their honesty and truth have 
been brought to light. When they have turned against the truth, they 
have never succeeded in injuring it, because their principles and their 
practices have been false, and they themselves have been destitute of 
true worth. Instead, therefore, of prevailing against the work of God, or 
being successful in injuring the people of God, they have signally failed 
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and sunk into shame and finally into oblivion. Their efforts are only 
known now as a matter of history. And as it has been in the past so it 
will be in the present and in the future. The fearful and the unbelieving 
may get alarmed and think there is danger; they may tremble and desert 
the Church; but the truth and those who practice it and abide by it will 
shine e and brighter, because it is the truth, and because they 
themselves are true and genuine, practicing that which they believe, and 
without hypocrisy.—GrorcE Q. CANNON, in the Juvenile Instructor. 


“MARRIAGE OF THE DEAD. 


THE new number of Dr. Miene d Andree's geographical magazine, 
Globus, contains a remarkable article upon the strange East Asiatic 
custom of the marriage of the dead. Colonel Yule, in his observations 
upon this eccentric ceremony in 1871, believed it to be of Chinese origin, 
and it is still practised in the let parts of China. It appears, how- 
ever, that it was originally introduced into China by the Tatars (“Kin- 
Tataren”) in the twelfth century before Christ. It is first mentioned by 
a Chinese author, Kang Yu-chi, in a book written by him in the year 1136, 
where he speaks of it as a new thing which was utterly unknown in China 
in his youngér days, that is, before the Tatars had entered his country. 
The two candidates for matrimony must have died unmarried. The 
parents on both sides apply to the so-called “Kweimer,” which means 
“negotiator of marriage among the spirits,” who arranges all the time- 
honored details. The wedding ceremony between the dead son of one 
family and the dead daughter of the other is celebrated at the grave of | 
the spirit-bridegroom or spirit-bride. A contract is drawn up, signed by 
the parents of the bridal couple, and then burned with great solemnity, 
in the belief that the business transacted between the living will thus 
become known to the dead, and receive their assent as obedient children. 
Thenceforward the parents regard themselves as legally related, exactly 
as if their children had been married i in this life.—Christran Age. 


13 


A SURGICAL TRIUMPH. 


Tue Berlin correspondent of the Dasly Mas states:—A great sensation 
was caused in the Surgical Congress on Friday by the announcement of 
Dr.. Rehe, of Frankfurt, during a lecture on the treatment of wounds of 
the heart, that he had treated a case successfully. He stated that he had 
applied the general principles of arrest of hemorrhage to wounds of the 
heart, which was to freely expose the wounded organ and sew the 
severed edges together. He showed a patient who had been stabbed in 
the heart, and would in the ordinary course have been allowed to die in 
hospital. Dr. Rehe laid bare the heart, and found that the site of the 
wound was in the right side. He sewed the wound up. The heart worked 
most violently during the operation. com- 
motion the patient recov ere. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 1897. 


SUGGESTIONS TO YOUNG MISSION ARIES. 


INEXPERIENCED missionaries when first commencing their labors, get the 
idea that a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures is required to prove 
from them what the first principles of the Gospel are. Because they do 
not possess as full an understanding of the Scriptures as they would like 
they sometimes feel that they are not able to perform their duties. 

The more fawiliar the Elders are with the Bible and its teachings the 
better it is for them, yet the first principles of the Gospel—the doctrines 
they are expected to teach—can be expounded with the use of a very few 
passages from the New Testament. What was taught as the Gospel of 
Christ, by the Savior and His disciples may be proven from a very few 
quotations of Scripture. 

An inexperienced Elder might commit to memory the third chapter of 
Matthew, for instance. It can be done in one day, or even less time. 
With a knowledge of what that one chapter contains he can prove con- 
clusively what the first principles of the Gospel are and the necessity of 
obedience to them. 

The 11th verse of the chapter mentioned shows that John the Baptist 
taught the Jews to exercise faith in Christ, whose ministry among them 
was at hand, They already professed to have faith in God. The 2nd 
verse declares that John called upon them to repent of their sins; and in 
the 7th and 8th verses the necessity of repentance is set forth—that bap- 
tism without repentance would be of no avail. The necessity of baptism 
is proven by the 13th, 14th and 15th verses. The mode of baptism is 
described in the 6th and 16th verses; The Iith and 16th verses also show 
that the conferring of the Holy Ghost follows the baptism of water. 

Other traths connected with the Gospel can also be sustained from this 
one chapter. From the 16th and 17th verses it can be clearly proven that 
the Godhead is composed of three separate personages, namely: lst, the 
Father, whose voice from heaven declared that Jesus, who had just come 
out of the water, was His beloved Son; 2nd, the Son who was upon the 
earth; and 3rd, the Holy Ghost, or the Spirit of God, who descended from 
heaven, like a dove, and rested upon the Savior. ue 

The actions of John the Baptist demonstrate very conclesively that it 
‘is nécessary to have divine authority in order to officiate in the ordinances 
of the Gospel. He preached repentance to the people, and baptized those 
who did repent. He knew it was also necessary. that the Holy Ghost 
should be conferred upon them, for he promised that One should come 
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not pretend to confer the Holy Ghost, knewing he did not have the 
authority to do so, as he only held the Aaronic Priesthood. 

By taking the proof contained in this one chapter as a foundation for 
his argument, the young Elder might, as he progresses, add other pas- 

sages that strengthen or confirm the doctrines therein set forth. 

There are other chapters of the New Testament which it would be well 
for a missionary to commit wholly to memory, such as the 11th chapter of 
Hebrews, treating on the power of faith; the last half of the and chapter 
of James, showing the necessity of faith and works; the 12th chapter of 
First Corinthians, which dwells upon the subject of spiritual gifts, and 
shows the necessity of a proper and complete organization in the Church 
of Christ; and the 3rd chapter of John, which teaches * necessity of 
faith and baptism. 


MEETING IN LANCASTER. 


On Sunday, April 25, 1897, a special meeting of the Latter-day Saints was 
held in Lancaster, situated in the Liverpool Conference district. During 
the preceding week the President of the Conference, Elder J. W. Grace, 
and a number of the Traveling Elders went there and distributed. tracts 
and hand-bills through the town, and advertized the meeting through the 
newspapers and by having large bills posted in prominent places. Brother 
J. H. Riley, the only member of the Church in Lancaster, also gave his 
hearty assistance in arousing interest in the meeting. The most commo- 
dious public hall in the place was secured for the occasion, and at the 
time appointed there was quite a large and very respectable appearing 
audience assembled, The presidency of the Mission attended and took 
part in the services. All who were present listened attentively to the 
remarks made, and many expressed their appreciation of what was said. 
During their brief sojourn in Lancaster several of the Elders were kindly 
entertained by strangers who were friendly disposed, and who took special 
pains to make their visit agreeable and pleasant. 


NEW HYMN LEAFLETS. 


A maw edition of Hymn Leafleta, — 18 ot the most familiar and 
popular: hymns used by the Latter-day Saints in their publie worahip, bas 
just been published. They are suitable for use at conference and out- door 
— The price is the same as heretofore, one shilling per hundred. 


Ee or Appress.—Hereafter the address of the Irish Conference 
pany naar will be 182 Ravenhill Road, Belfast, in place of 90 Thorn- 


| named Eiders f from Zion envived i in 
per S. S. Rhynland, April 23, 1897: For the British Mission George W. 
Middleton, Cedar City; Joseph McKnight, Minersville. For the Scandi- 
navian Mission—Rangvald Carlsen, Andrew Jehnson, Andrew Andersen, 
Union: Olaus Johnson, South Cotton wood; Anton Anderson, Oasis. 
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W. Middleton has — to labor ase 
Londen Lad Jou 

Joseph McKnight has been appointed to conned as a Traveling Eldet i in 
the Scottish Conference. | 

James Blake has been released from g as a ‘hotline: Elder in 
the ůnͥ R 
Conference. 

George E. Bench has been coheed fncién a as a Traveling Eider 


in the Conference and * labor i in he 


Conference. 


LEEDS eee Noticr.—The Conference of the Church of J esus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Leeds Conference District, will be held 
in the Mechanics’ Institute, (Saloon), Bridge Street, Bradford, on Sunday, 
May 9, 1897. Meetings will begin at 10:30 a.m., and at 2:30 and 6:30'p.m. 
A general invitation is extended to all. 


BOOK OF MORMON TESTIMONY. 


In the Book of Mormon, I Nephi, 13: 38-42, the purpose why this record 
had been carefully preserved until the time for its publication through 
the gift and power of God had come, is plainly stated. The Prophet was 
permitted to behold “the book of . Lamb of God,“ or the Bible, and 
then other books, also coming forth by the power . the Lamb, and the 
special mission of these latter was to convince the Gentiles and also “the 
remnant of the seed of my brethren” and the Jews that the records of the 
Prophets and the Apostles are true. It is stated: “And the angel spake 
unto me saying, These last records which thou hast seen among the 
Gentiles, shall establish the truth of the first.” The ultimate object is also 
stated: “And shall make known to all kindreds, tongues and people, that 
the Lamb.of God is the Son of the eternal Father and the Savior of the 
world; and that all men must come unto Him, or they cannot be saved.” 
To establish the truth of the Bible, especially with regard to the great 
fundamental truth of salvation . Jesus Christ i is the mission of the 
Book of Mormon in this age. 

When the wonderful record was first ASL 20 light, the question was 
often asked: Is there any need of such an additional testimony?” The 
truth of the books of the Bible was generally accepted, at least through- 
out the professedly Christian world. Except for a few advanced: scholars 
and their rather uncritical followers, the evidences for the genuineness 
and authenticity of the sacred records were accepted as satisfactory. It 
was therefore claimed that the additional testimony of the inspired writers 
on this continent was superflaous and consequently not to be credited, 
since the Almighty cannot be supposed to do what is not necessary for ‘the 
salvation of Hischildren. Many ore on 
this ground. 


regard to the Bible. The attitude is now such that a candid student of 


sacred literature will be forced to admit that the mission of the Book of 
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Mormon is not a superfluous one. Indeed, it seems to have to come to 
this, that unless some such testimony as that which this volume offers be 
supplied, the Bible plan of salvation will bea “fiction” and a myth to a 
great part of mankind. The rationalistic schools that commenced by 
attacking the New Testament—its history, its miracles, its ethics—seem to 
have changed tactics, and with greater success than formerly. They have 
turned their attention to the Old Testament, employing all the modern 
weapons, with the result that an old-fashioned believer im God’s word is 
becoming almost a curiosity in the world. 7 

Consider one moment what modern critics ne tor the Ola Tdetamedih. 
Moses, they say, did not write the books that bear his name. The ten 
commandments in their original form are lost, and the copy preserved in 
Exodus is only a spurious version of them, while the account of the giving 


of the law on the mount is an invention of somebody to give impressive- 


ness to the Decalogue. The Pentateuch, they say, is chiefly a collection of 
laws, and its history is mostly fable. And these laws are not as given to 
the people originally, but as existing after a long process of evolution, 
about 400 years before Christ. They may have been framed by the priests 
after the return from Babylonia and the name of Moses forged to them, 
just to give them authority. The Deuteronomy, they say, is a literary 
invention of the fifth century before Christ. To a somewhat earlier 
period belong the alleged documents of which the history of the creation 
and subsequent events is composed. There were, they think, an Elohist 
and a Jehovist story-book in Palestine, and an editor, or several editors, 
undertook to reconstruct these and put Moses’ name to the literary 
production. In the same way the writings of the Prophets are subject to 
vivisection by the critics. There is hardly one of them that is admitted 
to be genuine. The history of the Bible is pronounced worthless and its 
prophetic declarations composed after the events they predict. All is ; 
fiction, poetry, parable. 

This attack effects clearly the whole Bible. For if the Old Testament i is 
admitted to be a mere human production, the New Testament must fall, 
too, and with it the plan of salvation as known through the revelations | 
recorded in these sacred books. Its direct messages from the Almighty 
are fiction, and the lessons taught by its history are worthless in n 
tion as that history itself is unreliable. . 

vast proportions among professed Christians cannot be denied: Rev J. F. 
Behrends, in a recent sermon in Brooklyn stated that of seventy-three 
theological professors in Germany, connected with the universities of 
Berlin, Bonn, Breslau, Greifswald, Halle, Konigsberg, Leipzig and Tubin- 
gen, no less than thirty advocate this view. In this country it is repre- 
sented at Boston, Yale, Harvard, Cornell, Johns Hopkins, Union, Chicago 
University and Andover. It is therefore clear that while the new school 
cannot claim superiority in the number of scholars and learned institu- 
tions arrayed in battles in its behalf, yet it can claim rapid progress, 
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Ik the situation be rightly understood, it will be admitted that just some 
such testimony for the truth of the Bible as that supplied by the Book of 
Mormon is the need of the present age. And has it not been given in 
order that the people of God in this time of important events shall not be 
drawn into the whirlpool of infidelity that threatens the world with destruc- 
tion? The Latter-day Saints have accepted this record as from God. Let 
them consider what its peculiar mission is and what the acceptance of 
that mission involves. It is through the faithfulness of the people. that 
the testimony shall fulfill the purposes for which it has been —— 
Deseret News. | 


** 


PREACHING IN BRIGHT ON. 

ELDER GEORGE Hirow writes from . Sussex, under date of April 
26, 1897: | 

“Being very much encouraged by reading in the Star of the success 
| the Elders are having in out- door preaching, I thought a few lines from 

this part of the Lord's vineyard would not be out of season. Up to date 
myself and my faithful companion, Elder Sainsbury, have during the 
present month held nine cottage meetings and twelve open-air meetings. 
The. people have listened to our testimony. with much attention, and we 
feel we are doing some good in warning our fellow creatures. | 

“A few nights ago we spoke upon the street ina respectable locality. 
There was a baker’s shop on one corner and a restaurant on the other. We 
had a very orderly congregation around us, and after I had been talking 

about ten minutes, the baker came out to a policeman and said, ‘I wish 
' you would stop that man, for my wife is making up the books, and instead 
of booking the bread she is taking down his sermon; and the books are 


getting all muddled up with bread and religion.’ 


Then the restaurant man came out and said it would burt his — 
if we did not move I asked him to give me five minutes more and we 
would stop. The policeman then came up and said he was very sorry we 
had to move, for it was good doctrine we were preaching. He asked if 
‘we would give him a tract, which I did. Brother Sainsbury then went 
into the restaurant to see the proprietor. There was not a person in 
there, except the proprietor, so we concluded that he was in more nn 
about selling than he was about 


THE POWER OF FAITH. 


I the Young Woman's Journal, Sophy Valentine, of Brigham City, Utah, 
relates some of her personal experiences which show the efficacy of faith 
and prayer.. An extract from her writing is given below; . 

“My brother’s wife had been ailing many months and at last had.to nuke 
to, her bed. The best physicians in Salt Lake were consulted but to no 
avail; finally a consultation of four doctors was held, but they gave my 
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brother no hope. They said it was an abeess of the worst kind, and that 
it was but a matter of a few weeks before she would die. In his despair 
my brother wrote me to come down at once to be with her in her last 
moments. Iwent immediately, and on the way from the depot to their house, 
pleaded. with my brother to take courage and have faith in the Lord; told 
him that He could restore her if it was His pleasure; but my brother who | 
was not a Mormon, shook his head and said he could not believe that. 
The Lord did not work miracles now-a-days and be knew it was impossible 
for his wife to live. But I had faith and I asked my brother if he would 

join the Church and serve the Lord if his wife were healed through the 
administrations of the Elders. ‘Most assuredly I would, for as I know 
that no human power can save her I would know that God had done it,’ 
he replied. 

„When I entered my sieberiana sick-chamber she was unable to 
speak above a whisper, and I asked her if she had eee 
of our Church. 

“She whispered that she had, and wanted me to call i in the Elders to 
administer to her. She was very weak and had not been able to retain 
any food on her stomach for over a week. She drank nothing but ice water 
and her medicines, and vomited almost constantly. The next day my 
brother urged me to go and find some Elders. He did not know of any- 
one on whom we could call. I, went before the Lord earnestly and asked 
Him to lead me to someone who was full of faith and would go to these 
outsiders, who had never shown any interest in His work before, I had 
been away from Salt Lake City for some years and was now unacquainted 
with men such as I would like to have come, I knew nothing of the 
officers in the ward, nor where they lived and I knew it would take men 
of great faith to do e dae here. 

4 wandered about the streets of Salt Lake greatly troubled i in my soak 
for I knew not where to turn for the help we needed. 

“I ventured into several places of business where I knew the men by 
sight and reputation and knew them to be good and faithful men of God. 
But when I saw how busy they were and how taken up with the things of 
this world, wy courage forsook me and 1 vent out again to seek, some one 
else. 

„At last I hethought.me of Brother 8 Bt knew he was fall ot faith 
and sympathy, and I also knew where he Bed | 

“So to Brother Goddard I went, and I laid the whole case before him 
and besought him to come with me. And Brother Goddard listened in 
patience and told me he would come that evening, and meanwhile I was 
to go to the bishop’s counselors of the ward where my brother lived and 
ask them to meet him there. 

Full of hope I returned and went to both of these men, where I told 
my story over again and they promised to come. 

“My brother went for Brother Goddard with his buggy, as it was asite 
far, and Brother Goddard is and was then—six years ago—no young man. 
There was a faithful old sister in attendance on my. sister-in-law, and she 
and. both had great faith—and we prayed again and again. Woll, che 
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Elders came and administered to her, after first having engaged in earnest 
supplication to our Heavenly Father. 

“The next day the sick woman was able to nd also retain toed ber 
stomach, in fact she never once vomited after the brethren had adminis- 
tered to her. That night the two drethren came again of their own een 
and administered to her. 

“Well, a week later she was up and 4 in the 
housework. It was a great marvel to those who had secon her and ae 
her condition. | 
“But, alas! their gratitude was ied short duration, dr did join the 
Church, but they left Utah soon after and have not returned since. ? 

What they think or how they look at this marvelous healing now I do 
not know but to me it was, and is a testimony of great value. ) 


1 often think of an incident which occured in my childhood and which 
! it gives me great comfort to dwell upon. 
| Las then living with my aunt in un tarts or 
| four miles from Racine. I had no playmates of my own age. I received 
private instruction three times a week from the Danish clergyman, so did 
not even have the pleasure and exhilaration of school life. I was far 
away from my dear home, and was often very lonely. I had, however, 
one friend, a girl of my own age, who lived four miles farther out in the 
country. To her I was very much and at her tome I my 
happiest days. | 
“Te was on my birthday, the 12th of Wos ‘Tt had bina: ‘promised 
me that I should be allowed to spend two days at my friend’s and I had 
looked forward to this for weeks; had drowned many a little grief in the 
hope of this pleasure. 
Well, the day dawned at last and I eds by re the limbs of the 
apple tree beat violently against the window-shutters,; and my heart sank 
within me, for I knew that with this terrific wind-storm and the thermo- 
meter 10 degrees below zero, I would not be permitted to go. , 
All the morning I went about with tearful face looking uneinig 
out of the window for a sign of some encouragement in the look of the 
weather; but the wind kept up its terrible howl and shook the trees till 
many of them broke. Aunty scolded me for my despondent looks and 
told me to give it up as there was no open of the wind going en from 
the looks of things. | | 
I went up in the front room stood with cold, chewing 
my apron in deepest despair and trying to check the deep sobbing that 
shook me. Then in my sorrow I dropped on my knees and cried implor- 
ingly to the Lord to have pity on me and my loneliness; to let the wind 
go down, that I might go, ending by reminding Him how Jesus had 
promised that we should receive whatsoever we asked in His name. Full 
of faith and courage I arose and went to the window. The trees shook as 
though some mighty hand had had a hold of them, and then suddenly let 
go. I stood and stared, not daring to breathe. The trees swayed softly to 
and fro and finally made not a move. I knelt again and whispered a 
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hurried, excited, ‘thanks dear Lord,’ and then flew back to the sitting- 
room. ‘Aunty! The wind has “_ — 
“Tt has! | 
: “Aunty went to the door and. ie out — exclaimed : 
Well I declare! so it has, why I never saw anything like it!” I went of 
course. 
“Now, call it childishness if you like, or chance or anything else, it will 
not rob me of the pleasure I find in putting my own interpretation on it. 
“If I live to be an old, old woman; I shall never forget it and always 
thank the Lord, who remembered the poor lonely child, though she was 
not then in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It shows to 
me et is invernated j in the little every * Hin. 
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POWER OF THE LORD “MANIFESTED. 


‘Epwarps, who is laboring as a missionary in 
U.S. A., writing from Carbondale, Penn., March 27, 1897, says: 

“The Lord is showing forth His power through us as His servants in 
our administration to the sick, and some people not yet of our faith are 
having a great amount of faith in us as the true servants of God. One 
little boy six years old has been sick with pains in his side almost con- 
tinnally since his birth. His parents were told by the doctors that he 
could live but a little longer, and he was also given up by his parents. 
On being asked to administer to him, we performed the holy ordinance. 
The pains left him, and he got up from bed soon after. This was done 
nearly four months ago, and the longest he was out of bed before since 
his birth has been five weeks. He is now well and hearty, and looks 
better than he has done in his life before. The result is * parents, @ or 
at least the — will soon join the Ohureb. a : 


— 
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MAGNETIC ISLAND. 


THE stories of magnetic mountains that exert an attraction that cannot 
be withstood on all vessels that come into their vicinity has some founda- 
tion in reality, and that, too, in the neighborhood of Germany. The well- 
known island of Bornholm, situated in the Baltic and belonging to Den- 
mark, may be regarded as a huge magnet. Although the power of this 
magnet is not so great that it can draw the nails out of ships, as was told 
of the legendary magnetic hills, the magnetism of the rocks’on the island 
of Bornholm can cause, a. good deal of trouble to ships in quite another 
way. For the island of Bornholm exerts such an influence on the 
magnetic needle Fan oon, to turn perceptibly aside from 
its oourse. This is quite pops the effect of this magnetic island is 
perceptible at a distance of 15 kilometres [9} miles! A rocky reef near 
Tom ( Vienna.) 
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